Coastal Georgia Audubon  May- August 2010
www.coastalgeorgiabirding.org/cgas

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: Bring binoculars for all field trips/lawn chair birding (or contact leaders to borrow some)
& bring chairs for lawn chair birding!
B RAIN MAY CANCEL PLANNED TRIPS. CONTACT TRIP LEADER TO LEARN IF TRIP IS CANCELLED! “4m

May 8, 2010- Ashantilly Bird Count

We will do a Spring Birding Survey at Ashantilly. Our search for birds here is a voluntary service of CGAS at the
request of the Ashantilly Center, Inc. which wants to know the varied species of birds on their 34 acres of land
and surrounding marsh lands. Come help us out.

Meet @ this historic house in Darien. To get there, take Rte #99 (the stretch between Darien and Eulonia) to St.
Andrews Cemetery Road. Turn onto that short street, then @ 'T' intersection, take a left at the cemetery onto
the Ashantilly grounds. Follow the yellow signs! Coordinator: Carole Lyons @ 912-638-6134

May 23, 2010 - Annual Spring Picnic and Bird Watch, Jekyll Island,

Family Outing- Please, bring your children, young or old. We want to introduce them to the outdoors! Look for
other family activities throughout the year!

Meet at the path into the Amphitheater on Jekyll Island at 5 PM for an evening picnic under the trees. Bring a
covered dish to share, a lawn chair and of course, bug spray! CGAS will provide drinks and paper products. This
will be followed by a bird walk to the pond in back of the Amphitheater.

Coordinator: Lydia Thompson 912-624-1322

May 25, 2010 Joint Meeting with Coastal Georgia Wilderness Group

Members of Coastal Georgia Audubon Society are invited to attend the May meeting of Coastal Georgia Wilderness
Society. We will meet at The First Baptist Church on St. Simons Island. This church is located at the junction of
Demere and Ocean Blvd. (blinking yellow light) . We meet at 7 PM on May 25th. Bring a covered dish to share with
others. Our guest speaker will be Linda Lamb who is head of Wildscapes, an organization that promotes the use of
native plants in our individual gardens. Come and listen to the wealth of information she shares about how native
plants are uniquely suited to birds and butterflies and insects. This will be the regular monthly meeting of Coastal
Georgia Audubon Society. See you there.

Coordinator: Carole Lyons 912-638-6134

June 5, 2010 - First birdhouse building session

August 14, 2010 - Second birdhouse building session

We will be putting together birdhouse kits for Coastfest, Saturday, June 5 and Saturday, August 14 -- starting
at 0800. Please come out to Chris, Tamara and Pearl's home and help prepare the birdhouse kits. The Daughtry
residence is in Dover Bluff. Take Exit 26 from I-95 and head east on Dover Bluff Rd fo North Street on the left.
The house is # 279. For those who aren't familiar with this event, CGAS will have a booth at the Georgia DNR's
Coastfest in October. We will have a birdhouse building workshop for kids to build their own bird houses and take
them home for free. If you want to help, come out and bring a drill if you have one. Also bring a lunch if you plan

to stay that long. CGAS will provide cold drinks.




September 1, 2010 Board Meeting 7 PM at DNR Building in Brunswick. All members are invited.

Emails pleasell

There will be other impromptu activities during the summer but we NEED your emails to let you know about them.
One idea is to try to find out where the Swallow-tailed Kites are gathering for their fall journey south. This is the
kind of trip we cannot schedule until we find out where they are. Another might be a trip to see nesting birds at
Huguenot Memorial Park. We also need emails to let you know what is going on all year. Please help us out and save
some trees! We do not share your email with anyone and it is sent as a blind copy meaning you email address does

not show!
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Slate of Officers for coming Year

The nominating committee has put together the
following slate of officers for terms starting in June
2010. This will be voted on at the May Picnic.

President- Marge Inness
Vice-President - Bob Churi
Secretary - Trish McMillan
Treasurer- Gene Keferl

Board Members
Lydia Thompson, Fredi Fenster, Chris Daughtry
John Galvani

If you wish to run for office, please notify Marge Inness
minness@comcast.net before the May picnic (May 23,
2010). The election will be on that day as the picnic is the
annual CGAS meeting, held in May this year to allow better
viewing of birds.

Summary of Birding Events Sponsored by
CGAS in March and April, 2010.

March 24, 2010, 9:00 am, Lawn Chair Event,

Bird Sanctuary, Campground, Jekyll Island,

and 10 am, Sanctuary Dedication
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The group
that
assembled
early to
watch birds
at the
feeders grew
steadily in

= SSa— T =SS

numbers as many campers and others joined, awaiting
the formal dedication of the newly beautified bird
sanctuary. Lydia Thompson and JIA personnel gave a
brief history of the sanctuary and expressed
gratitude to all the campers and other supporters
who have participated over the past ten years in the
care and growth of this area.

March 27, 2010, 8:00 am to 3:00 pm
Birding Trip, Okefenokee NWR, Charlton County
Leader: Lydia Thompson

Nine participants
assembled in
Brunswick and
carpooled down to
Folkston to scour
the Wildlife Drive
for birds. The
group included
visitors from Kansas
City, Staten Island,
and Atlanta, as well
as several CGAS regulars. Early on we found a life
bird for our Kansas City visitor -- a Brown-headed
Nuthatch, -- and later in the morning three Swallow-
tailed Kites overhead thrilled everyone. A total of 34
species were sighted, as well as this male Ring-
necked Pheasant, foraging along the side of Tracey's
Ferry Road in the early afternoon, as some of us on
the way home checked out parts of our regular
Christmas Bird Count route.


mailto:minness@comcast.net

April 6, 2010, 10:30 am
Birding Trip to Little St Simons Island
Organizers: Marge Inness and Stacia Hendricks

Ten of us boarded the boat at the dock on St Simons
Island for a day of birding on Little St Simons, under
the guidance of Theresa Domanski, a naturalist on
the staff. We covered areas on the south part of
the island in the morning and in the afternoon
concentrated on Myrtle Pond and Sancho Panza
Beach. Among the over-60 species seen were a
hatchling Bald Eagle ready to leave the nest, Glossy
Ibis, Wilson's Plover, American Oystercatcher, Black-
necked Stilt, Marbled Godwit, Caspian Tern, and
Common Ground-Dove. It was a great day of birding
with perfect weather and gracious hosts.

April 24, 2010, 9:00 am
Birding Trip to Sapelo Island
Organizer: Marge Inness

Seventeen
members and
friends of CGAS
boarded the
ferry at Meridian
dock for the
quick frip to the
island, where we

o climbed up on the
benches of the open truck rented for the day from
the University of Georgia Marine Institute. Mike
Chapman did the driving with input from Maurice
Crenshaw and others with experience in birding on
Sapelo, and the group made its way north to Cabretta
Beach. Rain caused some to opt for a return by the
mid-day ferry, but the rest continued birding the
south sections of the island and returned on the late
afternoon ferry. More than 70 species of birds were
seen.

Among the highlights were two immature Bald
Eagles, a Clapper Rail rushing across the mud and a
Whimbrel in the marsh grass, numerous birds on the
beaches including an American Oystercatcher, 2
Marbled Godwits, 2,000 Red Knots, and in the
various wooded and open areas of the island a
perched male Merlin, 2 Common Moorhens with 4
young, 7 Ruby-throated Hummingbirds, a Worm-
eating Warbler, Summer Tanagers, Painted Buntings,
Bobolinks, and Orchard Oreioles.

April 29, 2010, 7:00 pm
Whimbr el Wat ch,
Organizer: Lydia Thompson

Goul dos

This event was held two evenings after the originally
scheduled date, when a downpour forced us to flee
the scene. But a dozen people gathered on this new
date and
were
treated fo
a
wonderful
view of the
Whimbrels
gathering
on the
sandbars to our left and as dusk approached taking to
the skies for the flight to the outer sandbars of the
Altamaha Delta for their nightly roost. DNR's Brad
Winn dropped by to watch the show, and pointed out
to us that there is still uncertainty about the exact
location of the roost, whether Little Egg Island Bar
or Wolf Island. The Whimbrel from our left spread
out briefly across the south end of Sea Island and
then disappeared from view as they headed north,
but soon other streams of Whimbrel came along over
the ocean from the south and followed the route to
the north, dipping above and below the horizon in
their flight. We estimated at least 250 Whimbrel
that night.

We also were fortunate to see a pair of Gull-billed
Terns and a Lesser Black-backed Gull among the many
other birds gathered in the Inlet.

Initial Summary of C6GAS 2010 Questionnaire

39 respondents, 35 of whom identified themselves as
birders: 24 as casual or intermittent, 10 as serious,
and the rest beginners.

The major reasons sighted for belonging to CGAS
were: interest in birding (17), social interaction (14),
and conservation concerns (14).

Many of the respondents have been active members
during last two years, indicating attendance at
monthly meetings (25), field trips (26), lawn chair
outings (14), and Colonial Coast Birding/Nature
Festival (20). Also, many participated in recycling
center work (12), Christmas Bird Counts (12), Great
Backyard Bird Counts (12), but fewer in Christmas
parties (9) and picnics (10).
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Meetings at night present driving problems for some,
but most who have problems attending meetings cited
work (10) or family obligations (5), or inertia (5).
Many (19) indicated an interest in becoming more
active in CGAS, and 10 indicated an interest in
educational activities for children.

The variety of specific suggestions for meeting
topics, field trips, other activities and other
approaches will be summarized in future issues of the
newsletter.

Birders and hunters meet to help Altamaha
Waterfowl Management Area
(Release from Georgia IBA)

Members of The Nature Conservancy, Altamaha
Riverkeeper, Georgia Ornithological Society and
Coastal Georgia Audubon met with officials from
Georgia Department of Natural Resources to discuss
goals and plans for the WMA. The meeting,
sponsored and mediated by Georgia Important Bird
Areas (IBA) Coordinator Charlie Muise, was held with
the purpose of improving communication and
cooperation among the various groups. “There are a
lot of people doing good work, and we feel that even
more good can come out of working together” Muise
said.

The
meeting was
followed
Saturday
by a group
of
volunteers
clearing the
trail around
the Ansley
Hodges
Impoundment. This trail, west of Hwy 17 on
Champney Island, provides access to three
impoundments. Participants removed trash, killed
poison ivy, and cleared brush. This trail was popular
with hunters and bird watchers until a break in the
levy made it impossible for DNR to keep it open with
a tfractor. They do not have enough manpower to
keep it open with hand tools.

Dwindling state financial support has caused
managers to have to prioritize, and the trail was

simply not as important as maintaining the water
control structures which make management of
waterfowl possible. The IBA program applied for a
Georgia Ornithological Society grant to fund the
replacement of two of those structures. "The
materials needed to replace a single structure - not
including manpower and use of equipment - amount to
nearly ten thousand dollars” said area manager Wayne
Hubbard. “Last fall we had to put all available
resources into preventing a major levy breach on
Rhett's Island. If we had lost that, replacement
would have cost $1.1 million. As much as we wanted to
do other work, our hands were tied".

The Coastal Georgia Audubon Society will adopt
the trail, taking the responsibility of financing its
maintenance and doing actual physical labor to help
managers.

Other groups are helping, too. Ducks Unlimited
funded the Billy Cullens Memorial Trail. The Nature
Conservancy helps with grants. "This year the state
cut all funding other than salaries” Hubbard shared.
So it is time for the hundreds of hunters and
birdwatchers who use AWMA to step in.

Meeting participants shared their concerns "We are
aware of 5 areas of phragmites” (a highly invasive
exotic plant) shared Alison McGee of the Nature
Conservancy. City of Darien Development Director
Frank Field shared with us some of the development
and population pressures the area is facing, and what
the city is doing o help protect habitat and increase
conservation - friendly development, such as
hike/bike trails and ecotourism.

For more information, please see
http://www.atlantaaudubon.org/iba/

Roseate Spoonbills

by Lydia Thompson
On April 15, T remembered how powerful an
experience drawing outdoors can be. Drawing and
painting outside is called Plein Air.
There is nothing like it! You are living in the moment;

more than that, you are recording the moments.


http://www.atlantaaudubon.org/iba/
http://coastalgeorgiabirding-lydia.blogspot.com/2010/04/roseate-spoonbills.html

Each year, the
Glynn Art
Association invites
a few of their
artists to take
part in a fund
raiser for the
children’s art
programs called
the Plein Air
Affair. This year, T was asked to be part of this
event. I chose to draw at the Jekyll amphitheater.
The birds are nesting there so they are sitting still.
They are much easier to draw that way. Love is
definitely in the air. While I drew a pair of egrets, I
witnessed a first for Georgia. I witnessed Roseate
Spoonbills mating. We birders have been waiting for
this for '
years. Where
would they
nest? That
question was 7
on everyone's
mind. And
because I was
drawing and
sitting still, T
was able to document this for science.
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Art and science go hand-in-hand.

Since I wrote this I am still not sure where these

birds are really going to nest.

Here are the
spoonbills
exchanging
sticks! See if
you can find

the nest!

Wood Storks are nesting at the Amphitheater as well as
You can read more about birding this area by following

Lydia& Blog at http://coastalgeorgiabirding-

lydia.blogspot.com/

BIRDING COMPETITION CONTINUES

Here are the results for the year so far. Please feel
free to send your numbers to minness@comcast.net
Chris Daughtry: Camden County 60

Lydia Thompson: Glynn County 160

Gene Keferl: Glynn County 165, McIntosh County 141,
Camden County 64, Georgia 211

John Galvani: Glynn County 162, McIntosh County 152
Camden County 85, Georgia 202

What are your counts?

Coastal Georgia Audubon Officers and Leaders

President: John Galvani (912-638-3986) jgalvani@comcast.net

V. President: Bob Churi (912-437-4477) rchuri@darientel.net

Secretary: Trish McMillan ( 912-729-4991) trishmc@tds.net

Treasurer: Gene Keferl (912-265-0143) epkeferl@comcast.net

Board of Directors; Lydia Thompson (912-634-1322); Marge Inness

(508-728-9599) : Fredi Fenster (413-885-1015)

Birding/Field Trips: Lydia Thompson i (912-634-1322)

) artworksbylydia@bellsouth.net

Conservation: Debbie Sue Mumford (912- 265-8046)
dmumford67@bellsouth.net

Education: Chris Daughtry (912-265-0515)

chrisdaughtry@bellsouth.net
Hospitality: Fredi Fenster (413-885-1015) widwd1@yahoo.com
Recycling: Harriet Roberson (912-265-6729)
wilwave@innova.net
Publicity: Harriet Roberson (912-265-6729)
wilwave@innova.net

Newsletter: Marge Inness (508-728-9599) minness@comcast.net

(temp)

Membership: Marge Inness (508-728-9599) minness@comcast.net

Lawn Chair Birding: John Galvani (912-638-3986)

jgalvani@comcast.net
Webmaster: Mike Chapman (912-262-6370)
mikelchap@bellsouth.net
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JOIN AUDUBON!

Local Dues are duel
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P.O. Box 21726 P.O. Box 51001
St. Simons Island, GA 31522 Boulder, CO 80322-1001
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