The Ivory-Billed Woodpecker
Found in Central Florida

ReLiaBLE RECORDS of the Ivory-
billed Woodpecker (Campephilus
principalis ) have been extremely
rare since the 1930’s. Among these
are reports from the Apalachicola
River drainage of northwest Flor-
ida in the early 1950’s, and from
the Big Thicket country of the
Texas coastal region in 1967. While
working on the Florida Audubon
Society’s Bald Eagle Conservation
Project, covering more than one
million acres of cattle ranches in
Central Florida, we met in 1965, a
yvoung man whose unlearned but
accurate description of a bird he
had seen convinced us that he had
seen the Ivory-bill, although he did
not know its name.

Working together on the project
since May 1965, we have found
conclusive evidence of the existence
of at least one Ivory-bill in a heav-
ily wooded area, with visual and
audible records as recently as the

spring of 1969, and have also re-
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tions were limited to weekends dur-
ing winter and spring months. Be-
cause of this, a total of only 41
days have been spent in the area
over the five-yvear period. An Ivory-
bill was seen and/or heard on 11
occasions from 1967 through 1969
(Table 1).

In 1965 and 1966, our visits were
few and fruitless. We were struck
by the number of large woodpecker
holes, both old and new, quite a
few of which fitted the descrip-
tions of Ivory-bill holes as to size,
etc. Several pairs of Pileated
Woodpecker (Dryocopus pileatus)
are present, and we have observed,
every species of woodpecker native
to Florida here. This includes the
Red-cockaded Woodpecker (Den-
drocopus borealis) in pines on the
woods border. Although we found
some stripping of tight bark, this
was less prevalent than we had
been led to believe by literature.
We noticed especially a large num-
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seen angling across to join it. We
investigated further, spreading out
through the woods, and Hundley
was fortunate enough to observe
the bird feeding, stripping bark in
large flakes.

With this encouragement, our
first, we resumed our search, and
on April 23, 1967, just at good
light, heard the tinhorn call of the
Ivory-bill for the first time. We
followed the occasional call as it
moved In a semicircle around us,
then heard the kent chorus of two
birds talking together; the chorus
described in literature for the
morning gathering, and as record-
ed on the Cornell recording. The
birds were gone when we ap-
proached the approximate loca-
tion. Subsequent gearches over a
period of months brought only
some faint distant calls and two
flight observations adequate enough
to mark them as records.

Foliage is extremely heavy, and
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