mos when an Ivory-billed Wood-
pecker sounded off from the pine,
loud and clear in the still, early
morning air, It gave out 12 to 14
strong trumpetlike notes exactly
like the Cornell recordings, which
we had listened to repeatedly. A
moment later, the bird was seen,
in poor light, flying from the dead
pine through the trees. It had ap-
parently been roosting in the large
hole near the top of the tree. We
assume that the noise of the jeep
and our talking in the morning
stillness had startled the Ivory-hill.

We had just obtained a portable
tape recorder and had taped a seg-
ment of the Cornell recording in
order to “talk back” and record
the bird if it called. Unfortunately
the recorder was not ready when
we stopped the jeep, and we
missed taping the loud clear ealls.
We then played a few seconds of
the Cornell recording, and the bird
replied with three or four notes
from the direction it had flown,
which was toward the gum tree
discovered on our last trip, about
a quarter-mile distant. We worked
slowly in that direction. When we
reached the gum tree, the bird
called again, faint and distant, sev-
eral times.
tape, but it proved too faint, with
too much external noise, for Cor-

e W W BLool ¥l ol omgs 1

This we managed to.

to identify the small downy feath-
ers, but did remark that they had
no specimen of nestling Ivory-bills
for comparison.

Although positive records were
made on several subsequent trips,
it was always in flight, and we
were unable to determine color of
the crest. As mentioned previous-
ly, heavy foliage and the noise of
our passing was against our seeing
the bird at rest unless we found
an occupled roost or nest hole to
observe. Hundly was fortunate
indeed in having seen it feeding,
although she was looking against
the light and was unable to de-
termine crest color. Our last sight
record came on March 2, 1969
when the bird was heard to call a
short distance from our parked
jeep. Walking in that direction, we
saw the bird flash across an open-
ing in the trees about one hun-
dred feet wide. The fast flight and
extensive white on the rear of the
wings was sufficient for identifica-
tion. The last eall was heard on
June 14, 1969,

The winter and spring of 1969-
70 were extremely, wet, with the
area mostly under water, which
required a walk through water of
more than a mile before reaching
the woods. This limited investi-
gations to five trips.” There were

young; (b) lack of sex rhythm, re-
sulting in infertile eggs; (¢) pred-
atation by such enemies as rac-
coons, opossums, and owls admit-
ted to the nests because of the
large size of the openines, whereas
the smaller openin~s of the more
successful Pileated Woodpecker's
nests prevent such admittance.”

Contrary to popular belief that
the Ivory-bill feeds almost exclu-
sively on borers found barely un-
der the bark of trees which have
recently died, the three stomach
analyses on record (U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service) reflect 469, com-
bined contents were beetle and lar-
vae matter, against 549 vegetable
matter. Tanner, Allen, and others
reported observing some deep dig-
ging for food, and Tanner de-
scribes the deep conical feeding,
70%, was bark scaling against 309,
deep digging. Combining these
figures indicates that only 329 of
total diet would be such borers
barely under the bark (709% of the
469, animal matter.) This bal-
ance of diet certainly does not in-
dicate a species incapable of adap-
ting to a lowering or even com-
plete elimination of the preferred
diet.

While we found a number of ex-
tensive patches of stripped tight
bark, these were not so prevalent as




